CHAPTER  XIV

GROWTH   OF THE   IMPERSONAL
ABSOLUTE  MONARCHY

1610 Death of Henry IV.

1624 Richelieu enters the ministry.

1628 Capture of La Rochelle.

1635 Beginning of war with the house of Austria.

1643 Mazarin assumes the government.

1648 Treaties of Westphalia. Beginning of the Fronde.

1659 Treaty of the Pyrenees.

5RE-ESTABLISHMENT    OF    THE    ROYAL    POWER

THE sixteenth and the twelfth centuries had been the most
fruitful in lasting innovations: the twelfth century had created the
feudal society of the Middle Ages, and the sixteenth saw the forma-
tion of the monarchical society of the amen regime. All the most
characteristic features of this society had already come into exist-
ence during the sixteenth century: the absolute power of the king,
the secretaries of State, the governors, gtnemlitfs, and intendants,
the presidial courts, the introduction of French into the procedure
of the law-courts, the sale of offices, the public debt, the Calvinist
and the Catholic Churches, the nobility of the robe, financiers,
and capitalists. The seventeenth century was to do little more than
consolidate the institutions founded during the sixteenth, and
extend their scope.

During the latter part of the century the absolute power of the
Crown had been impaired by the weakness of the kings, who had
been either unable to command or incapable of doing so. They
had allowed leaders of parties and governors to raise and com-
mand military forces regardless of the king's will. They had
summoned the assembly of the States-General, an expedient to
which the royal Government never consented in France except
in times of weakness. The States-General met five times between
1560 and 1593, but had no effect save that of providing historians
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